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Brothers and Sisters in Christ at WUMC, 

 

Have you heard the BIG NEWS?   
 

The church council at Williamsburg United Methodist Church  

     has adopted a new mission statement! 

 

Here it is: 

 

We, the people of God, at Williamsburg United Methodist Church are called… 

 

To make disciples of Jesus Christ in historic Williamsburg and beyond by 

  Welcoming our neighbors, 

   Nurturing our faith, and 

    Transforming our world. 
 

The shorthand version of our new mission statement is: 

   

  Williamsburg UMC…Called to Welcome. Nurture. Transform. 
 

After a period of reflection and discernment, Rev. Driscoll shared his vision for God’s        

mission in and through our congregation with the church council in late March.  Following a 

potluck fellowship meal, he outlined connections between our new mission statement, the 

mission statements of the UMC and the Virginia Conference, and Bishop Robert Schnase’s 

―Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations.‖  

 

Rev. Driscoll sought to develop a mission statement that would direct, align, shape, and       

motivate our congregation’s work in mission and ministry, both in our community and the 

world.  It is his hope that our new mission statement will not only be grasped and remembered 

more easily, but also that it will inform all aspects of our church’s life. 

 

By God’s grace, I pray that the adoption of our new mission statement will mark the           

beginning of another exciting, spirit-filled time in our community of believers.  I invite you to 

join me in this prayer as we endeavor to love and serve God and our neighbors, in historic 

Williamsburg and beyond. 

 

And keep your eyes and ears open in the coming months.  No doubt you’ll see our new     

mission statement start to pop up here and there! 



Williamsburg UMC is going to create a new pictorial 

directory of our church family!  This directory will 

help us connect names with faces, highlight our     

various ministries, and capture the rich history of our 

church congregation.  Please participate by having your family’s picture taken by 

the professional photographer.  Every family/household selecting a pose for the 

directory will receive a complimentary 8x10 family portrait.  Of course, you will 

have the opportunity to purchase additional portraits and frames.  Appointments 

may be made online through the church website:  www.williamsburgumc.org    

under ―What’s New,‖ click on ―Pictorial Directory.‖  Beginning Sunday, May 3, 

appointments may also be made in person at the Olan Mills table in the atrium. We 

will also need several volunteers to help with the sign-in tables and checking-in 

process.  If you can donate a few hours of your time, please contact Cindy Banek 

(229-1771 x258).   

 

The Respite Care  

Center’s clients 

have assembled 

over 200 of the school kits to be distributed by UMCOR. It 

has been a joy for our clients to be able to volunteer in this 

mission project, giving them a real sense of                        

accomplishment.    

UMCOR Mission Kits Project 

 Churches who participate in the UMCOR kits project are asked to include $1 

per kit to cover shipping expenses. We have not done that regularly in the past, 

and have been asked to follow the rules! Since our goal is for 750 kits, we need 

$750. If you are able to include a $1 each in the kits you provide, that would be 

best,  BUT if you are unable to shop for the kit ingredients, we would   appreciate 

a donation toward shipping expenses. Thirty gifts of $25 would be perfect. Please 

make checks payable to the church (by June 1), with UMCOR kits on the memo 

line, and we will see that the 

money is sent to Annual        

Conference with the kits. 



The Early Childhood Music School is 

registering children for fall 2009 and a 

five-day summer session, June 8 – 12. 

Infants - age 5 are eligible to enroll in 

morning and evening classes. For      

information or to register your child, contact Cindy 

Freeman, director (229-1771 x108). 

 

Crocodile Dock Vacation Bible School 
is happening on July 6 – 10 from 9:00 

a.m. -  noon.  We look forward to wel-

coming all children ages 3 yrs. (potty 

trained) - rising 6th grade.   Registration 

forms are located at the Welcome Desk 

by the church office. Adults and youth are also encour-

aged to volunteer to help in VBS by calling Cindy 

Banek (229-1771 x258). 

 

Williamsburg’s Ecumenical Summer 

Music Camp will take place right 

here, at our church, during the week of 

July 13 – 17, for young people who 

have completed 1st  - 7th grade, and  

like to praise God by singing and playing instruments 

and also enjoy arts and crafts. The cost is $35 per 

camper.  Contact Cindy Freeman for more information 

(229-1771 x108). 

 

 

Dr. U Kaw Win and his wife Gandasari Win will speak 

about their work with Burmese refugees in Thailand, 

Thursday, May 14, at 6:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. 

Bring a dish to share, drinks will be provided. For more 

information, contact Peggy or Dick Soulen (565-2878). 

Our 50’s Plus luncheon group will 

meet on Wednesday, May 13 at 

noon in Fellowship Hall. This 

group is open to anyone age 50 plus, and we    

welcome all new members! Bring a small donation 

for the chicken (provided) and a side dish or des-

sert to share with the group. We look forward to 

seeing you for this special time of food and fellow-

ship! 

 

 

Our Moms’ Lunch gatherings 

in May will be on Tuesday, 

May 5 & Tuesday, May 19 at 

noon.  We welcome all moms 

of children ages infant through 

elementary school to join us 

for a time of  fellowship and occasional special 

presentations. Childcare is always provided.  

Please bring $5.00 for lunch. Questions? Contact 

Cindy Banek (229-1771 x258). 

 

 

Back home for summer vacation 

from college? Starting your work 

life in the Williamsburg area? Look-

ing for a group of friends with 

whom to study and serve? Want to 

connect with other young adults for 

fellowship on Sunday mornings? 

Join our new Young Adult Sunday School class 
beginning May 31 at 9:30 a.m. in Rm. 101.  Con-

tact Cindy Banek (229-1771 x108) for information 

or if you would like to help design this class. 

WOMEN OF THE CHURCH ARE INVITED TO PARTICIPATE IN 

the Williamsburg United Methodist Women’s   HANDS-ON-MISSION DAY MAY 29             
 

MISSION SITE OPPORTUNITIES:   Fish; Respite House; Avalon; Hospice House;  Rita Welsh Center 

(Adult Literacy);  Photographer; Grove Christian Outreach;  Housing Partnership 

  

SCHEDULE: 8:00 - 8:30  Gathering time in Fellowship Hall  

            8:30 - 9:00  Travel to mission sites 

            9:00 -11:00   Mission work 

            11:00 -11:30  Travel back to WUMC 

            11:30 -1:30   Candleburning Program, Lunch and sharing time in Fellowship Hall  

 

Call Jan Woodward (229-8858) or Patty Benesh (220-0058) to sign up for Hands-on-Mission activities.   

Reservations by May 4th.  Childcare available upon request by May 4th. 





“It’s like they’re inside my head!”  That’s the thought that went through my mind when I opened an         

envelope from my friends at Youth Specialties the other day.  If I was more paranoid, I’d think maybe they 

were watching me from inside my office.  YS is an organization that, well, specializes in all things relating to 

youth ministry.  They publish books from every end of the theological spectrum, they offer vast arrays of 

ready-to-use curricula and resources, and they host annual ―National Youth Worker Conventions‖ in various 

cities around the country.  Imagine my surprise when, inside this little envelope was a simple gift, a notepad, 

across the top of which is printed: From the cluttered desk of….  Perfect! 

 

In the world of Youth Ministry at WUMC, May is a month of endings (of our weekly youth group          

gatherings) and beginning (of the ―summer‖ season)—with a little bit of FUNdraising for good measure.  

Here are some highpoints: 

May 3: Second (Annual) Cinnamon Knot Coffee Hour!  After an all-night baking frenzy producing 

some 300 dozen tasty cinnamon knots, the Youth Ministry will host Coffee Hour in Fellowship Hall with 

samples of organic, fair-trade coffee from our friends at Ugly Mug Roasting Company in Memphis.  

New this year, pick up a Spot Knot, a single-serve Cinnamon Knot, for only $1 while supplies last.  Or 

purchase ―regular‖ knots by the dozen for $5.  You can also choose from a wide variety of Ugly Mug 

Coffee ―by the bag‖ for $10/ea. 

May 17: Year End Potluck Bash.  Youth are invited to a backyard cookout at the Query home.  We’ll 

provide burgers, dogs and beverages, you(th) provide side-dishes and desserts.  From 5:30 till 8ish, we’ll 

have Frisbees and other outdoor games ready!  (Rain location: Youth Center) 

 

Preparation meetings and other pre-mission trip events are still in the planning stages, so stay tuned for more 

information. Keep track of details and other events in our Youth Ministry world!  Check out  the WUMC 

Youth Ministry Page on Facebook and become a ―Fan‖ to receive special event invitations & reminders. 

On Sunday, May 17 the Green Initiative is sponsoring a joint Sunday 

School class which will meet in Fellowship Hall.  The speaker will be 

Rev. Pat Watkins, Missionary for the UMC as "Executive Director of Caretakers of God's Creation". He is a 

member of the United Methodist Women's Division Green Team for the denomination.   His topic will be 

"The Bible and Creation: So What?"  He will examine the Biblical foundation of caring for God's creation 

and will then ask the "so what?" question; how do I then live out my faith given the fact that caring for God's 

creation is Biblically integral to who I am as a Christian. 

Green Initiative 

The membership of Williamsburg UMC continues to reach out in many significant ways.  As a connectional 

church, being part of the United Methodist Church that is worldwide in its scope and ministry, our World     

Service offerings, our giving through United Methodist Committee on Relief, and through many other         

apportionments, we touch people we will never see, but who receive the love of Christ through our church’s 

generosity.  It is not only on distant shores, but immediately in our community that we contribute to the well 

being of those who find themselves on hard times.  Our outreach is also more than making a donation; it is the 

commitment of many to serve our community on various agencies and means of service:  Fish, Meals on 

Wheels, our own CARE committee, and many efforts like those of the Tool Bunch who build, paint and         

refurbish dwellings within our community.  Our mission is lived out by Stephen Ministers, Shepherd’s Fold 

volunteers, Prison Ministry and many whose involvement in the Williamsburg area is witness to our emotional 

and spiritual concern for all God’s people.  I trust that as we celebrate being a part of our church, we may also 

find avenues whereby we may be committed to the ministry of our faith.  In this season of Easter, it is a     

privilege for us to be part of such a place of transformation and care.  

 

                                               Mike Meloy 

Congregational Care 



UMW Circle Meetings 
 

Patriots Colony Circle: – Friday, May 1 at 10:30 a.m., First Floor Conference Room at Patriots Colony. 
 

Susannah Wesley Circle: Saturday, May 2 at 10:00 a.m. in Rm. 309. 

 

Olive Casey Circle: Monday, May 4 at 9:30 a.m., Rm. 309.  Program:  Rev. Jim Driscoll. 

 

Mary Lou Clarke/Heritage Circle: Tuesday, May 5, at 9:45 a.m., Rm. 309.  

 Program: John Tressler – Director of Respite Care. 

 

Jean Craig Circle: Tuesday,  May 5 at 1:30 p.m. in the Chambrel Activities Room.    

 Assembling Church World Service Health Kits. 

 

Amoroso/Ransone Circle: Wednesday, May 6 at 11:30 a.m. Lunch at  Sweet Madeline’s. 

 

Friendship Circle: Monday, May 11 at 10:30 a.m. in Rm. 309. 

 

Carol Scott Circle: Tuesday, May 12  at 1:00 p.m. in Rm. 309.  Program:  Irene Sadler.  

 

Sisters in Faith Circle – No Meeting in May. 

 

Williamsburg Landing Circle – Tuesday, May 19 at 10:30 a.m., 3rd Floor Parlor, Williamsburg Landing. 

"Spring has sprung" and our church library is abloom with new books.  Our thanks to Lisa Luedtke for 

her gifts in memory of her father of What Paul Meant by Garry Wills and Paul Tillich's The Dynamics of 

Faith.  A thank you, as well, to our staunch supporter Marvin Willard for a number of recent donations, 

among them the following three books on Methodism: Wesley and the People Called Methodists,   

Methodism:  Empire of the Spirit, and John Wesley's Life and Ethics.  You will find these books, and    

others, on display on the "Welcome Table" in the library.  If you would like to donate a book in honor or 

memory of someone, a "Wish List" is posted on the bulletin board outside the library along with donation 

forms. 

 

The children's collection has a benefactor as well.  Many thanks to Melissa and Joe Cantrell for their gift 

of Baby's Song (on display soon in the children's section) given in honor of their son, Thomas Ward, 

born January 15, 2009.  If you would like to help build this increasingly popular section of our library 

with a gift in honor of a child or grandchild, a "Wish List" of children's books is posted alongside the 

adult list on the bulletin board outside the library. 

Library Corner 

Mother’s Day is Sunday, May 

10. Stop by the Crossroads    

Table in the atrium, 9:00 a.m. - 

noon, to pick up your special 

free flower (donations accepted, 

of course!). This project is       

sponsored by our Children’s        

Ministries, and proceeds will go 

to Avalon, a local women’s and       

children’s  shelter. 

Many thanks to all 

who contributed to the 

success of the Palm 

Sunday concert of 

Messiah!  Many hands and voices 

contributed to this endeavor.  

Singers from over 24 churches 

participated! 



Mathias Egger, who died March 14 (husband of Aimee) 

Betty Caferelli, who died April 16 (sister of Roger Brothers) 

Our Condolences to the family of… 

We extend heartfelt congratulations to Revs. 

Marion and Nathan Brown on the March 31 birth 

of their son, Harrison Charles.  Let us give God 

praise for his healthy birth, and remember the 

Browns in our prayers as they mourn the death of 

Harrison’s twin sister. 

Thank you to the Staff, Clergy and Members for 

your thoughts and prayers during the last year as 

Wayne received chemotherapy, radiation and   

several surgeries for his cancer.  He could not 

have accomplished any of these things without 

God’s love and grace and your support. 

 

Again, thank you. 

Joanne Elliott 

Joe Allen:  Rev. Marvin Willard 

 

Ruth Palmer Bell: Mary Radoye, The Fellowship 

Sunday School Class, Mr. and Mrs. Richard 

Spaulding, Mr. and Mrs. David Benedict, Ms. Grace 

Angst, Mr. and Mrs. William Hatfield, Mr. and Mrs. 

George Reinhart, Jr., Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Water-

house, Janet S. Schmidt, Mildred S. Schmidt, Lou 

Pulley  

 

Mona P. Blanks: Ms. Jane Gilliam, Mr. and Mrs. 

Samuel Haynes, Ms. Vicki Harvey, Ms. Mona Reed,  

Mr. and Mrs. John Tressler, Mr. and Mrs. Larry All-

good, Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Stratton, The Totri’s 

and the Grisaffi’s 

 

David Wayne Elliott: Rev. Marvin Willard, Mr. and 

Mrs. William Hatfield, Mr. and Mrs. Richard 

Thompson, Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Simpson, Mr. and 

Mrs. Jigger Sirois, Mr. and Mrs. Albert Voorhess, 

Old Chickahominy House, Inc., Mr. and Mrs. Rich-

ard Reynolds, Mildred M. Young, George N. Pow-

ers, Jr., Alverta V. Seto, Sarah Ford Bland, Joanne 

Elliott, Mr. and Mrs. Dick Spaulding, Mr. William 

F. Dunn 

 

Roger Estep: David Outten and Tammy Estep 

 

Edward and Elizabeth Ewen: James Ewen 

 

Evelyn Foltz:  Denise Lawrence, Mr. and Mrs. Wade 

Foltz 

Charlene Gerard:  The Susannah Wesley Circle 

 

Charles Gerhold:  Mr. and Mrs. Carl Gerhold 

 

Harold P. “Al” Hall: Rev. Marvin Willard 

 

E. Gilbert Keene, Sr.: Mr. and Mrs. William Hat-

field, The Fellowship Sunday School Class, Emily 

Pepper 

 

Ellsworth H. “Buz” Knickerbocker:  The Fellowship 

Sunday School Class, Mr. and Mrs. Bill Myers, Mr. 

William Dunn, John W. Watkins  

 

Arthur Bruce “Bill” Marshall: Mr. and Mrs. Ken 

Hook, Lou Pulley, Rev. Marvin Willard, Sarah Ford 

Bland 

 

Thelma “Ginny” McKeag:  Hilda Beall, Mac 

McKeag 

 

Millard Fillmore “Mac” McKinsey: Mr. and Mrs. 

Ace Noll, Pat DeHaven 

 

Peggy O’Connell: Mr. and Mrs. Robert Todd, Mr. 

and Mrs. William Buckner, Mr. and Mrs. Allen 

Michelson, Mr. and Mrs. Richard MacDougal, Mr. 

and Mrs. John Coates, Jr., The Friends Committee at 

New England College 

 

Alan Tye: Sarah Ford Bland 

 

Donations were given in Memory of: 
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BAM
!!  

W
ant to BAM

?? 

 (Become A  M
ember)   

 

Come to our new member class, 

Sunday M
ay 31,  

from 12:30—
4:30 p.m.   

We will hold a celebration for Carol 

Hunter’s 10+ years of dedicated     

leadership as our church’s Director of 

Music Ministries in fellowship hall on 

May 3 after the 11:00 worship service.  


